


.
mm! mm' .

ED 071 .5% . HE 003 730

AUTHOR -Meloni, Alex

TITLE Transfer of College Credits and Off~Campus
Learning. .

INSTITUTION United States Association of Evening Students,
COlling’B me" N.J. -

PUB DATE 8 Apr 72

NOTE 23p. .

EDRS PRICE MF-$0.65 HC-$3.29

DESCRIPTORS * *College Credits; *Educational Mobility; Evening
Colleges; *Evening Students;: *Higher Education; Part
Time ‘Students; *Transfer Policy

: ABSTRACT

g In response to numerous complaints from evening
college students across the country, a study on.transfer of college
credits w:as sanctioned by the United States Association of Evening
Students {USAES). .The purpose .of this -report is to emphasize and make
administrutors, deans, and faculty of institutions of higher
education -aware of problems associated with transfer credits as
students become more mobile. .The report reflects the issues at hand
including off-campus learning, and what trends are being implemented
to reform the educational process in terms of credentials. The study
concludes that a locally, regionally, or nationally organized agency
should be formed to oversee and monitor transfer credits. Further,
there must be cooperation among the evening college deans and
administrators in the form of scheduled meetings in order to make
this proyram feasible. It is hoped that such meetings are encouraged
among local cclleges so they could reriodically review related course
requirements for ease of transfer credit evaluation. (HS)
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The purpose of this report is to emphasize and make admin-
istrators, deans, and faculty .of institutions ¢f higher education.
aware’ of problems associated with ‘transfer: credits.as students .
become more mobile., This report tries to reflect the issues at
hand including off-campus learning, and what trends_are being

. . implemented to reform the educzatiinal Process in terms of crgden~

ot g —— 4
3

. Electrical Engineering, Econonics, Ppysics, etc.

tials. L .

The information contained herein is the result of a 2-year -

"study utilizing views and opinions of students and administrators

as vell as documentation from workshops, seminars, papers, etc. -
including studies conducted by the Department of Health, Education,
and Welfare (HEW) in Washington, D,C, '

© LIt is also the purpose of this repor: to expose problems,
(and if they are already known to e¥pand on them) to HEY in the
-hope that someone may feel the need for resolving transfer credit
‘Problems which exist throughout the nation.

It is also hoped that evening college organizations such:as

- the Association of University Evening Colleges (AUEC), the Adult

Fersonnel Guidance Association (APGA), and the Adult Student
Personnel Association {ASPA) and others would take a hard and .
long look at this report and not read it for information purposes
only. It is fairly obvious that they (the administrators)
recognize the problems but are reluctant to meet jointly and make

- recomaendations, or as in cases of local area schools, meet to

resolve differences in ¢ourse content, text, and approach of
similar courses taught in different schools, In other words,
produce an outline of all courses so they may be compatabile
with all institutions oifering closely related curriculums, e.g.

This report is purposely biased towards problems primarily
‘associated with evening education, since I am more familiar )
with these problems being an undergradvate evening student for
10 years. . . - .

This report will be submitted to various organizations
associated with institutions of higher learning. Will somsone
please take the initiative ‘to at least sit dovn with members of
the URAE3 and discuss how we can resolve problems &s indicated
a2rein, I

.
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St ,;_All constructive_remarks are_welcoméd énd'may be addressed to:

- We, the USAES, have consistently expressed our views ang
problems conéerning transfer credits, but unfortunately adminis-
trators’ and deans are not taking the initiative to alleviate
this chronic thorn embedded ir the side of evening college students
everywhere, . : : ; .

P

{ In all fairness, I must state that transfer eredits is not
& serious problem in some institutiors, but I can safely say
thaF'it does exist among the majority of institutions,

Alex Meloni -
: , ce : 110 Cedar Lake Drive
kel el . Collings Lakes, New Jersey 08094
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. I Introduction g :
L oS T e . L :
"In response ‘to numerous complaints from evening ‘college i

students aéross_the_country,'a'study on tfansfer of college
credits was sanctioned by the United States Asscciation of

“‘Bvening Students (USAES). This led to a panel discussion! -

held at Drexel University as a c¢lass project in 2 cov se -entitled
“"Conference Techniques." In attendance were Mr, Howard Benfield,
Drexel Evening College Administrator,'and evening students o
from various departments.within Drexel Evening College. Alex
Meloni, the presiding Chairman, limited discussion to problems

-..associated with transfer credits affecting evening students,
' ‘even ‘though this similar’ problem exists in day colleggs as well,

The'ChPirman sééﬁed;that‘"it is common knowledge_thgt many

new employment; changing jobs in many cases means changing

_schools, which usually results in delaying or extending a studént's

educational goal that he ras worked so hard to obtain., This

. extension may be attributed in part to the lack of responsibility

among college administrators and ceans to adequately recognize
transfer credits which are siriiar, and in many cases closely
related, to courses in a degree vrogram at anolther college, "

- The chairman ¢umi =3 to s2y that "{ransfer credits has been a

continuing problem with both sltudents and administrators for many
years, and that conditions vary from school to school."

While student motivation is diffitult to measure precisely,
there has been a steady increase in transfer students, probably
due to changing times but more SQ due to personal, vocational,
or academic reasons. In a study2 of the 1967 graduating class in
a major State college system, 30% of the graduates had attended
three different colleges, and 17% had attended four or more,

) Generally, student complaints concerning transfer credits

are predicated on the helief that many courses taken at non-~
accredited colleges, technical institutions, or in military service,
were of sufficiently high caliber to prove compétence in a
particular subject area, 1In many cases, the claim is that class
assignments in many technical training centers require a higher
rate of proficiency than those offercd by accredited colleges.

Such claims should indedd give justification for a deep evaluation
of transfer credits regardless vhere they were earn 1,
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difficulty transferring most of -
Third,” in many cascs a student

$ or higher in the course. It is interesting

S may accept a grade-point-average (GPA) ns low as

e a GPA as high as 2,50 and still others & GPA of

ompatiable with the degr
to matriculate;
mics, vould haye
ring curriculum,

N

es in the states of Penn

sylvania
and New Jersey ranged from L7775 of the total number of credits required.
for a baccalaureate degree, with

GPA averages ranging from 1.30 to 2,70.

.| -The assumption is that the college(s) vhich accept a 1.30 probably do so

|- ‘because they believe that previous academic achievements are salvagecable and
that the student showus promise of raising his academic standards., In these
cascs, the possibility of salvaging such students may be worth the investment.

- Similarly, colleges which require a 2,70 may be in a favorsble position of

having more applicants than space and therefore, can justifyr the admittance

_-.-0f only the exceptional transfer students, o

. The number -of transfer credits accepted towzrds a degree- program is
limited, Tor example, St. Joseph*s College of Philadelphia w311 accept -
up to 90 transfer credits tovards the baccalaurcate; up to 30 towards the
associate; and up to 20 towards a certificate or diploma.t It must be noted
however, that most accredited schools in a local area are eager to cooperate
wherever. possibl.e, However, they reserve the right to accept or reject
credits, ‘based on appraisal of the scholastic record. ' .

PROBLEYM AREAS

.1. Students enrolled in a degree program must take “residential credits", |
That is, ‘a minimum number of credits must be acquired at the college
~in order to receive a degrec from that college. . -
o - ¢ : Lt
2, Different grading sytems such as pass/Tail, satisfactbry/hnsatisfactory,

Alpha A thru D, and numeric
réquired for transfer cregdit
wvith a "0, the final deeis

1.0 to 4.0, Generally, a "C" (2.00) is
s. - However in a majority of cases even
ion lies with the. department head,
ete.y who in lurn muy Ye limited by standards
¢ or accrediting agencies.

1%

adiministrator, dean,
imposed by the colleg
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¥ "~ ke Should transfer credits be “evaluated baééé on the text or approach
e - *..used. in such courses as English, Psychology, Literaturé, etc,, :
.-~ %o receive credit for a HEmily course????? Meaning that there may
~*. .- be differences in teaching philosophy between sections -of the U.S.~
s (e',g.I East, -West, etc.). T, - . -
17,0+ 5. Colleges with different semester systems, e.g. 16'weecks per semester .
"~ v8 11 weeks per quarter (cr_tfi~éemester$.‘ : T .

7 6, Credit-hour requirements for similar courses at differébt

y colleées,_
.‘ ~ ': . Cofle 3 V8 2.5.91‘ 3'_V3. kq R

-

7.u_Aithoﬁgh most collégeé attempt to presénﬁ course cataldé information
" as factually and,concisclyhas—possible, @ost catalogs do not adequately

‘convey the information intended and therefore may be misleading when
.. evaluating transfer credits. '

8. Day colleges in many cases will not accept%evening college credits
" earned within its own University, i _ -
9.. The foreign educaticanal system (excluding the language barrier) is

not directly related to the U.S. and vice versa, and therefore makes

it difficult in evaluating transfer credits for students both at

home and abroad. Differences in educational philosophies exist

throughout the world, For example in India, the high school consists

of 11 grades and the first year in college is similar to our 12th

grade; in Australia the high school consists ‘of 13 grades, Conse-

quently, the Depariment of Health, Education, and Welfare in Vashington

D.C.-is virtually no help in evaluating credits because they only

specify that thae student must have a high school education or cequivalent,

Therefore, it is difficult for an international student to receive

a year-by~year and course~by~course credit; thereby, each course

" . has bo be carcfully evaluated. It is rccommended (for information

only) that the international student request that the college of |
his choice contact the R.gional Council for International Education,
Pittsburgh, Pa. This Council takes the student's work, evaluates it,
and then recommends to the college what type of credit should be given,

"2 10, Students 5w shate educational systems are bt piimitied tao-earn

- a degree through evening study., In the California State college
system, for exwmmple, of the 125 semester-units nceded for a bachelor's
degree, only 25 cxtension units can be counted tovards the totald.

1Ll The evening schools and exterision divisions of colleges end universities
g are often treated as the step-.children of hWigher education. In

: meny institubtions cvening and exbension Tocvlty, usually poes-ti.o

teachers, cannot earn rant or wenure, - .




§ 1, Increased oppértunity'for eveningAgollége students to accept job promotions . :

- .2 Ease of transferrirs from one college to another (day to day, day to

o 3. To lenable a student to'take electives fo his choice at other colleges

-+ instruction by professional or industrial personnel in the field of his’

5 Mbst?impéééant, to expedite completion (in terms of time)lof his degree .

‘Evaluation of traﬁsfel credits
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Advantgggs in promoting the case of accepting transfer credits .

in different locales remote from his college, In addition, many empléyees
are temporarily assigned at plants throughout the country for as long
as six (6) months to 1 or 2 years. Thereforc these employees will be
_able to take courses at a nearby college with the assurance that earned
. credits will be accepted by his college back home, u

eve. eve {o eve, eve to day) without fear of-losing too many credits,

which-may not be offered at his college, This includes off~campus

. /’ R

study. _
L. International educational opportunitics.

.
DR

* program, '

LR .

- Variation in the types of personnel responsible for evaluating transfer
records is one of the major stumbling blocks. Among the 34 evening colleges3
this responsibility varied from evening college administrators (25), day
college administrators (2), the Admissions Office (5), and the Registrar's .
Office (2), Evening~college ‘administrators and departmental personnel should
be responsible for evaluating transfer students and rightfully so, simply
because of their in-depth comprehension of curriculum and accreditation
requirements. Day-college personnel assigned to review evening college
transcripts is justifiable only if the personnel are responsible for both the
day and. evening programs., Unfortunately, many colleges delegate this respon-
sibility to the Admissions or Registrar's Office which in many cases m
know very little about curriculum and accredstation requirements, They should
be involved in the decison process of admiting/rejecting applicants based
on credentials and accreditation standards, rather than evaluation of transfer
credits, . . : ) . .

.
*

In essence, transfer credits is a personal confrontation between the student
and the administration. [And, if all colleges would provide a reasonable and '
flexible program, transfer students would get a fair:objective cvaluation
and be further assured o their ability to master subscequent course material,
Obviously, the quality of individual college programs would still remain a
factor in assessing student preparation, For cxample, if a student completes
courses in Calewlus I, II, and III at College A, it does not recessarily
indicate that he will be capable of handling Calculus IV at College B. In
many cases it is advantageous especially if it has been several years hence
since he ‘had Calculus #III. It is most probable that he moy f2il Caleuwlus IV if
he immediately takes the course at College B end consequently demoxalizing bhis
compelence in addition to lowering his GPA, In such cases, the cvaluoior is
Jusiified in refusing to acecpt eredit for Caleuwlus 1M1 frow Collepy i

= .
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. - college catalogs ‘and/or an interview with the student. Furthernore, . '

§ ‘.diversity of ‘curriculum requirements and the proliferation’ of majors and- ..
- +options in a pai'ticular:degree Program puts the evaluator™in an unfavorable

position to fairly evaluate a’'student's level of preparation for admission,

CQnsequgr;t]y, 'qolleges vith a rigidly_ structured cwrriculum may find it -

which obviously limits the riumber of qualified transferveas; According to
David Selby, Past President, Boldin Wallace Evening Student Association,
the mijor problem in transfer credgits is identification and detérminatjon -
of how"a ¢ourse relates to o similar course taught at another colleges

" An dmportant factor in transfer credits is the total hours of stugy:
required by the college, That is, some colleges operate under the semester
sybtem, while others operate under the quarter system op tri-semester, -CoBe .\
16 wecks vs. 1l weeks, Therefore, a conversion factor must be used to convert
‘quarter credits to semester credits and vice versa., In addition, the number
- of eredit-hours assigned to each course is al:o important, A student . may . )
- £ind himsclf woyep or under" the required number of credit-hours, e.g. 2.5 vs, 3,. ¢
or 3 vs. 4, o . :

hinder the student in that the colleges -may tend to be more strict rat.hér

than liberal in some instances, which may also 1imit the substitution of ro
courses as clectivas,. F\zrthermorc, each college moy Jeopardize its image - - R

by publishing information specifying what courses are accepted from one .
“college and not another, S o

-

- The -University of Pittsburgh Evening School: of General Studies (SGS) .
“conducted a survey of its student body and found that two students relateq
satisfaction in Pitt's accepting most of their credits. from a Community :
College?, - Eighty-seven others described dissatisfaction vith the manner in ..
which their transfer was handled; Thirty-six of these -described losing :
half or.more of their credits from well known state .related universities,
and eight of these reported théir ‘credits were turned down because Pitt does
not offoer "Similarly -titleq courses rather than because the courses were not
of value, 'Thirteen ‘others complained of losing credits in the transfer-from
Pitt's day school to SGS. Most often mertioned was the ‘inability to transfer
D's and credits in Physical Fducation, Ten people focused on the large B :
amownt .of time and money wasted.in a transfer ang urged that all credits . }
be unquestionahly transfer}:blg:'. There werc 13 people who described the a L o~
inability to have any credits transferred ‘from local schools as well as college
coursestsken while in nurses' training; Ten people expressed particular
concern with an apparent arbitrariness in accepting credits, -no standards having *
been set so ‘a2 student can evaluato before-hand how het1] meke out in the transfer, *

. I
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In a similar vein, nine others wrote of still, being in the- dark regarding

-

- their’ transfer status, citing unanswered letters or getting the "run-aroung

"in trying to get a’decision. . Four others sée the transfer problem as rslated
to advisors who need’a. better idea of SGS requirements and the ability to
-eomnmunicate with the night school student. . '// . |
" . 1% is a foregoing conclusion ‘that a major stm’ixbling block in transfer l
gredits is the individual college faculty in that it wltimabely contecis |
the process, and is unlikely to give up this power (a Jetlously’ guarded right)
to any local or regional group. A hidden fact is that many department heads
feel their course, texibook, or approach is more superior than that at any
other college and. therefore, will rot accept, ‘or are reluctant to accept,

" transfer credits in similar courses taken at another college.

RCOMGADATTONS FROM THS PANRL | o oL

o 3

It was suggested by the panel that a state agency be established similar
to that nsed in the public school votem to control and regulate academic

tate acceptonce/rejection of transfer
credits 'on 2 statewice hasis, and pbssible rationwide through inter-state or
Regional cooperation., Fow example, lsuch a program could be initiated with
the Big Five Collieges in the Fhiledelphia Area, Standards including the
minimum raquired credit--hours could be set up for pourses which are casily
transferred such as'Eaplish and lamanity courses, bs well as closcly related
courses in Buciness, Engineering, Physies, cte, all of which could be accopted .
frem college to college regardless of whet text oriappraach is used. It was .
also stresced that studemts teking courses in a non-depree program should
‘receive credit.for these courses as. electives if the student later decides
to cnter a dezree prograenm, That is, educetion theoretically i5 not wasted - -
whetl 2y or not it is’ appliecable to a specified degree program, of course,
is another problem eatirely. -

i

" The panel also indicatdd | that a combined Sffort among business and
government _agenciss with taped prograrms, seminars, and’yop-thc—.job-training

. could provide employecs with a college-level edgpation_ and tirough an

examing university, issue a degree, . i L

PROPOSED SOLUTTONS

1, Standardization of transfer forms in which schools should show all the.
work attemptcd, .

2. Audit-the transfer 2s soon as possible. Most sclools oudit the

. student's transeript after he has been admitted-and paid his money.

3. Try to bring nursing and business schools into the fold and find vays
to give credit to the transfer student from these schools.

k. .For the older student (over, age 30) who has work expericnce, offer
a two-year program so that this type of student can concentrate
in his arca and still rcceive a B.S. or B.A, from private and public
colleges. Possibly the older students arc not interested in some of -
these other courses, :

5. Have the Admissions Office give approzimate number of transfer credits

accepted prior to admission so the sbadent has an ddea of how gany eredite
hours he necds to compleie a degree at that nglilubion,

=8




- Evening education for part-time students has been steadily inercasing . )

‘Weinearly double) over the past 10 years.? Open admission policies and growing n
R .:ceptance of part-time students give older studenls an increasing chance to G
jenroll at ‘community colleges, h-ycar State colleges snd a few wiversitites, ‘.

In 1969, there were more than 860,000 part-time students enrollcd at public

fconmunity collegesi- 520,000 at public 4-year State colleges; the exponded number -

of cempuses provides more convenient locations, allowing more adults with full-

ttime jobs and family responsibilities to continue higher education on a part~time

tbasis, A much smaller number of private schools cnrolled only 500,000 for all

J&:;s of private schools in the United States, both L-year and 2-year, in

Most L-year colleges will accept transfer credits earned at community

colleges. Cleyeland State University (C.S.U.) for example, publishes transfer

guidts to help students who are enrolled in the community colleges. In effect

the student takes selective courses at the two-yecar college and receives ‘

full ecredit from C.S.U, and is enrolled as a junior (possibly on probation

for a certain number of credit hours),

Students in adult education represent a wide variety of motives for
attendance.with .a wide variety of backgrounds eand experiences. Therz are
.{those who come for entertainmint because they find tolevision boring, those who
come to develop nevw skills because their vocational plans-demand it, those who
come because they are passionately interested in the subject, those who come
ou of idle curiosity, and those who come. for a host of othor possible reasons,
By contrast, nearly all students in institutions of higher learning have the
neme motive: to gain credits toward a depree or a license. If this be .
-{doubted, it is sufficient to ask how imany of these students would be in class A
tomorrow if they received their degree or their certificate or their license ™
in the mail this afternoon. - 3 ‘ : :

! eoLimoR CRERmTIALSR

‘ Yo one wants to be operated on by somcone who professes to be A doctor .
but has net’ been qualified by competent authorities. Certification procedures--
including the awarding of grades end degrees by colleges and universiticGw=

are a necessary part of our system of public protection end a convenience to
eve!y.one_-o A :

College c—edentials are not only a highly prized status symbol, but also
the key to many of the well-paying and satisfying jcbs in American society.
There are spproximately 550 licensed occupations in the United States, with
the occupations licensed in each State varying widely. .Hany State Jicensing
boards net only have the authority to accept new practitioners into an occupation, -
but also wdo suspend licenses and oversee practices. Seldom is there consensus
as to vhat. constitutes a.gualificd individual: Meny of the licensing boards
do not usc standard tests to determine technical qualifications. If an dwdividual,
moves to another State, hc-may well have to retakd whatever tests exist, or
even return to school. . ' ‘ '

-




-~ Should an experienced nurse's aide wish to bec
§1 nurse, she must leave her Job, enter and compleié a
¥ Rarely is there an: consideration of her previous

| Having finally beiome a liccnsed pre tic

ome 4 licensed practisad
nursing school peogrem,
experience on the wards,
al nurse, 'she may later aspire to
advance in her field and become a registered nurse. Yet to do so, she must

) -again return to school to climb the noxt rung of the educational ladder, and,
& there provision for

in meny cases, begin again as g freshmen. Raredy is

competency testing to waive requirements. 1%obilityl is further restricted
t because schools are organ’zed on the basis of admin strative convenience
i rather than the specific needs of people. Enrollment can.take place only
. at spocified times, Night courses in many ficld arg dindnishing, .

Grades recognize ani reward academice achitvement, Degrees Identify
different; Jevels of achievenent and differere types of programs, and hence
mark out the courses of instiuction which are open to ‘students, Yet there .
is a conflict betueen the functions of providing education and certifying .
competeney simply because there are no other ways for individuals to become
certified Colleges and wniversitics are £illed with people who scek

-‘only to be certified, Yet the grades and degrees these institutions issue
are used as false currency in the employment market--they really testify to
1ittle about an individual's chonce for success, -(Qisputes,cmong educational

" institutions concerning transfer credits and credentiols suggest that they
thensclves don't honor this currency), Heanvhile, employers act against

their omm self-interest by continuing to raise the educational standards
for the jobs thgy have to fin, :

:?

Credentiels-— in a generic sense - ére awerded by many institutions,
“aployers often regerd service in the Army, o stind in the Peact Corps, or
| nembership on the college football teem a5 valuwble ciperiences 3 bub they
‘are not regerded as education credentiele; these con only be avarded
by formal edveetionazl ins itutions, Foreover, the only vy to aequire edueational
eredentials 55 to accunnlate academle ercdits, vhich, for most individazals,
means putting in time ot educational. institutions, The bachelorts degree

certifics a certain level of competency; what i} really involves is L yeors
at college, , : : :

Over “the years, periodic réforms have been wndertaken desigeed to speed
the aczuiring of a degree. In 1951, the Ford Foundation helped initiate

an advanced placement program itherchy Y gh school students in thelr senior
year could .toke specied “college level” courses, Upon the successful complction
of advaace placement examinations, these students could then reecive cromption

* from certain courses and advanceq stending In college. In 1955 y this prograon

. ¥es tokien over by the Collese Entrance Ezamination Poord (Appondiz A) which
has since developed standardized tests, Yob these tests are available only
in ecertain fields and ean be substitubed only for partiewlar covrsel~nsually
after difficult negotiations with the fzeulties concerned, They nalie the
lockstep process only slightly more bearable for aggressive students,

[
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As certifying dnstitutions, colleges have developed a -host of devices—
exaninations, grades, academic reguirements, residency requirements, and so
forth—which require administrators and faculty members to exercise con- :

stant authority over the work and.lives of students., The monopolistic i

‘pover of existing colléges end universities cannot be justificd on the grounds

of their effectivcness in screening for occupationzl performance, nor on the

_ ground that being the sole agencies for awarding desrees and credentials

.

i
| -
“§ is necessary to their educational mission. Internzl reforsms include . |

‘now being implcemented a deemphasis on grades; more independent work, eredit
for- off-campus experience, and the use of vork equivalencysexaminations.

s -

- - .- -

-Credit by Exaniration for Life.Fxperience

- - . - - 1 - .

_ Advance credit by examinetion: for life experience is an area in vhich -
‘more colleges should be involved. "Such exams include the College-Level
Examination Program ((_!I.‘.".P), the job-ejuivalency exams, and recognition of
the Military Service School Training Program (43STP).: "Out of the 3l
- evening colleges3, 22 granted credip by examination of some type. Forfolk
State College and many other instit tions across the country are’ accepting
military service school training coyrses 2s advenced credit tomards a -
degree, e.g. the pplicant £311s ouyi & forn "Request -for Evalustion of Scrvice
School Training’ which is reviered by evening collése persennel. Su rprisingly
- enoughy many private schools do not accept transfer credits for EGIC or
MSSTP courses. Many institutions of higher learning are accepting these
‘courses, as well as granting credit for attcndance 'of 0fficer Caniidate
Scheol.,  The American Council on Bdueation reeemmends college credit for
Yerious service schocls. Dan Steller, Nean of Students of Dozne College,

supports cre2it Ly erewinztions. He psints out that many evening students

}- have .worked for many. years before going to evening schocl, many of uhich whom

are highly proficient in their 1ine of wmork, "= ¥ rot reccive credit for
‘this valuable experience?" Says Dean Steller. Pr, V. Richkard Sulbenkion,
Director of Admissions and Records, Cleveld State Univerzity, forecasts
increasing strides in the direciion of credit for life pxperiences rcaching
-to the point of widespread granting n? e.Zernal degrees on this basis, X
However, potential problems and limitations associated with credit hy
examination include the loss of personal interaction with the instructor
-and classmates, fear of inferioriiy of a degree grented via credif - by
examination, the transferability of credits by examination, and the threst

to organized learning vhick includes the prestiges of instructors,

k It is also possible that people who wish to return to school (including
non-hizh scheol graduates) later in Yife may tuke 2 tost @nd roeceive o
crediv for onme year at a pudblic colleged private schools however, sugzest
that they attend a community college for compsiency crcidentizls,

ERI
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.. O££ Campus Learnin o o -
In essence a campus pr:ovides, “in a comprehensive package, all 'i.hose .
services ‘needed for acquiring higher education—materials to read, faculties

to teach and administer examinations, administrators to award degrees,
Why must these services be bound to the campus? ] S

- Over the years, there has been a growing recognition of the need
- for easier availability of -educational opportunity. ' This has led to the
“expansion of extension courses and the development of ‘evening progrom® - -
at the new open-admission colleges. But the usefulness of. these programs
has been artificially limited by their rélegation to second-class status
within higher education, .and by insistence that they replicated the traditional.
on-campus experience as completely as possible. There -are literally g
. millions who can benefit from new approaches to education. These include:
"1. -Young people who choose not to go to college or who choose to leave
in the middle of their college program but who went some contact
=" with higher education. - : . .
- 2, Women who choose both family and education: o
3. Those needing professional training for new careers.
- - - ks Workers already involved with Jobs and families.
BN ‘5. Urban ghetto residents lacking the finances or self-.o~fidence to
e go to a campus, - - . : :
" "6 These who find the conventional collegc education unsatisfying
or unsuited to their needs. . .

s .

* In most evening colleges which utilize day school instructors, the
- professionalization of faculties has influerced not only the content but
the- methods of undergraduate education. These faculiies-assume that
students will learn best by sitting in class, listening to professors,
and reading books. Very few day faculty erganize an uvndergraduate cowrse
- or teach on the assumption that students night lcarn best through subjective.
" or practical experiences. Some faculty mémbers will try to bring practitioners
or industrialists into the classroom io suobplement lectures, but rarely
are courses organized around such individuals, and almost never are they
. ‘brought into the academic inner sanctum. Rarely are there politicians
or lawyers in political science departments, novelists, clergymen, or
practicing psychiatrists in psychclozy departments, or engineers asked to. .
help teach courses in the department of physics. — '

" ..- Moreover, seldom do the majority of day faculty members spend any time
in jobs outside the.university. The drive to obtain tenure plays a crucial
role in the faculty lockstep. The Young faculty members with an intercst
in spending & few years in government or industry find that such broadening
experiences count for litile., More important, only the most courageous dare
. lose their place in line or their chance at one more publication. By the time
the safety of tenure is reached, most have been socialized to the prevajling ’ -
" faculty role. The drive of the social scicnce and humanities faculties .
to conform to the model of the pure sciences has alienated many able students
whose response, if they do not drep oub altogether, has taken the form of
demands' for off-campus experiencé and the invention of anli-courses fer
nomingl, credit, : ' .
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" and wisdom is not a productive format for learning. Many learn best

For_ many students, simply sitling in class and consuming the wordg _ .

Vom0

Ll
* o

some are not. It means that their preforred medium for learning is not
an abstract issue but a concrete problem, and the lmowledge to be gained is -
subjective as well as bjective, . y

v

In the last ‘several ‘years, largely due to the escalation of student 2
protests, a great deal of thought and energy has jbeen given to the problem-
- of making colleges and universitites more responsive t6 the- educational

néeds and interests of students, Meny campuses have undertaken extensive
studies to-reform their undergraduate curriculum.’ . D E

¥ . . NN .
.Ohe direction in this reform movement is to shift more responsibility
onto the student and simltaneously intensify the personal contact between
students and feculty. .(see Appendix B}, Lecture courses are giving vay .
- to seminars and various forms of independent studies. Courses are also
being planned Jointly by students and faculty, Requirements, even grades,

Credit for off-campus learning .
At a recent Middle Atlantic States R~ gional meeting of the United
States Association of Evening Students, a representative ‘from the Department

of Health, Education, and Welfare, stressed the importance of increased
- éducational opportunities for Americans. This opportunity includes

examinations given by various institutiens to enzble students to receive - a
credit for what they already lmow, e.g. ‘marketing, accounting, computer ’ .t

programming, ete., without the necessity of taking college courses, In

_other words, “credit - by exam". It is a known fact that some students

know more than the instructor in practical courses. ‘He mentioned that -

in order for Americans to take advantace of carning college credits and- L
making it easier for them to obtain an education, off-campus classes in .
industry such as training seminars and instructions sre now being. conducted

by manufacturing personnel and college professors as well, .ot .-

: There are now wholly new technolog..cs coming on line—cable television,
domestic commmnications satellites, miniature computers, video -cassetiegme
vhich-constitute a new structure for providing higher education, Klxready,
several undversities operate closed~television systems with Yrio~umr
voice tranewissions, which make it possible to participate in reguler classos
srithout legving onets office. Chicago City Collese provides a colicge
=~ program by broadeast television, A nizaber of community todleges (unsh
as St. Petersburg, Fla) and Stete universities (the University of Lavyiond,
for example) now teach courses in the cmployer's fecility—extending rezlistic
8ccess to higher education to workers on the job, :

~ Drexel University has conducted TV seminars in Pasie Econonics ond the
Civil War- (broadecasted via WOAU, Chamnel 10 in Philadelphia) 3 dove o
veek from 6:320 - 7:00 P.¥., and were open for credis o 21 reglstored
Drexel students, and by special arrengemont Lo non-gtudents,
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Upon complethn of these remote classes, the student must take a written
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exam to recelve cred1t for the course, ) o

A un:.que college called the Minnesota Hetropolltan State COllege
(MMSC) will have no permanent faculty, no campus, no grades, no special i
"hours, no semesters, no stamdard courses for students and no really set . |
admission pollcy.lo. .. o - :

< -

”In fact," sai d Dr. D fv1d Sweet, Pres:_dent of the new college. "we
m:.ght evcn Just rely on commron sense in deciding to admit a candidate :
‘who is'worthy but- who Ot.herw1 se lacks some credent:irls deemed desirable
" for adm1.,s1on."= : I . ' .
The comunlty in the I‘tv.nnea.po"'!.s--ote Paul and seven county areas
served by the coilege will serve as a campus., Classrooms and laboratories
will include libraries, factor:n.es, mu.,et.ms, parks, schools, churches,
bus:mess ahd gover'm.ent offices.

Clas*es w.L’G be reld cveungs) \-;eeker.ds, durn.ng tradltn.o'lal hol:.gays,
maybe inthe middle. of the mg:'t or in a student's.home—when a student

is engaged in s\'_‘.f-ln:rsruc »1on or independent s tad,,r .

anamh the students wl..u. coxe from among those in the area who
have gone through a two-year junior coilega. Bub, the student body also

will 3nelvde advlis vho hava dropped oub of college and perhaps some who -

-never graduated from kigh school buxr have the eraivalent of learning
thro: 1gh e\":)e'"le"l\.co ) S T

i

“The main 1acu.-.+v will coasls’* of persons who have full time respon31b-
ility ‘'wncomnzcted with the college. Among such "tutors" will be business
and profeszional perscers,; liabor leaders; ‘xouse‘n."cs, social service workers,
policeren, correciional’ Jac.v.l:.t*r POrso; mcl, trahlc planners, even journalists.

"Al" k_nd" oi‘ pecple." Sweet said, "will be on the faculty-—mclud:mg
persons without coaventional academic credlts but who possess knowledge,
- insights, expcrlem,c and sparkle to wha.ch these speclal students will
reSpond w.: .

Degrecs will be. granted only after students have demonstrated compeoency
in learn:mb, vocatlonal skills, and personal growth.

A revolutionary enfzg.neej:lng curricwlum will be started at Worcester
Polytechnic Institute this fall. The basic concept is that the degree
will be awarded for demonstration.of competence rather than accumulation
of credit hours.l3 . . :
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. The bigéest

asset oi‘ such a
institutions could e

stablish stan

. end therefore could ass

" A unique sy .being utili i i Canada (unknown)
' in vhich a full-time staep i the curriculums
"offered ky 'institu_tions_p credit program,
8. What cours and the number of .

province, and in Some cases oubside the province as vell, This system
enables a_student +o take- courses at another Anstitution if they.are
not conveniently offereq ot his. co12 78C. Entrance exams and graduation
"Giplomas agre also iiltered‘t}grqqgh this cenéralized agency.,

- s - * -
Another systey 35 wtilized by'mlcolm-}{ing Harlem College Extension
rrogram in Ney York, in wliich oxly final grades of & B, or C are given &
Since grades of -D are not transferrabie in todays! educational arena,
they serve no rwpose within +ha framework of Malcolm~King. This however
does not mean that a33 ctudeats pogs ali coursecs; it merely means- that
only Psssing graces -are recorded on ‘the transeripis, At mid-term, the
instructor issues a 2Togress rerort Aindicating the, student's academic
statva, T e studenis doivig poorly are.-told that.they miast repeat the
conrse to receive Crecit, bus.rg D om F wil2 appear on the transcripts,
Basic coursas at Mal :clmmfli;:;; are transfercable to ‘sponsoring 2-yr or
L ir:stitutions‘ for aa £€sgetiate op haccalayreate degree., In fact
meny sutdents Lpon gradusiion rave convinued their education at such
colleges a3 Fordham U:x:i.vers:i.t;:, aud The City University of Hew York,

clubs, ete, ) have Cocparated with Ma:r.colm-?(ing. Malcolm—-King is a prime
€Xampic cf cooperation.anong lozal avca colleges ang wniversities in
a'i;!.ev.iat-:i.r:g trensfer eresit problems and 4hus enhancing the opportunity
for students to Turvher +heip education ai another institution, - -

‘Y - » -
Pooan o,

credit-hours, C e ‘recogrized ang d"throughout the - - -

In adciticn, up to 16 conmunity agencics (churches, high Schools, community

—— wmeva b
"ot 00 s—mrs




N .CONCLUSTON .|

i this - program feasible., It is hoped that such meetings
¥ * among local colleges so they could periodically review
¢ Yrequirements for ease of transfer credits evaluation,

. ~ ?

. submit a report-on transfer credits to as many evening
. &8 possible, SO e L . .

. determine standards on transfer crédits??? An interest
function vere performed by a Federab. Bureau of Degrees

enbers of learning.? Along these sane lines, the Bure
colleges would have to submit course outlines along wit
. @5 o the depth of lmowvledge required in a particular o
area; followed by an in-~depth analysis of subject regu
personuel with the Buresdu,
‘utilized by other colleges for the purpose of evaluatin
thereby creating a "snow-ball cffect" such that more co
to maintain standards equivalent to that of the. Burcau,
" That is, aly collegés would want to join the bandwagon

in the transfer ‘credit porgram.

s

courses taken at one college would be accepted at anoth

college, dependeing on ‘his course- major.

- This study concludes that & locally, Regionally, o Nationally “
recognized ‘agency should be formed to oversee ang monitor transfeyr credits,

It is concluded that there.must be coopcration among the evening college

deans and admini strators in the form of scheduled reetings in order to make

The ‘question has been asked, nif a Middle Atlantic
Bureau can be established to determine whether a college meets certain
acecreditation standards, then why can't there be a Similar Bureau to

Tne results of such an analrois could be

]
i
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are encouraged
related course

'
VU —

. It is recommended that the Uniteg States .Association of Evening Students, .
the only organization in the U.S, which truly represents the cvening student,

college orpanizations

e o *

-States Accreditation ;

ing speculation —

is whether it would really undermide American society if the acéredit:’ing

which would issue

.certificates and licenses upon demand, leaving the universitites . free to become

au could monitor a

» Program of advanced credit by examination. ‘Once established, participsting -

h subjective opinions
ourse and subject
irements by staff

g their own programs,
lleges vould be Torced
if ever esvablished;
for fear of a-decrease

in enrollment in addition to being buried-below" those colleges participating
* ‘ * -

In such a program, a transfer student would essentialhr-llave his
| own master file on record and be forwarded to the college of his choice,
| Simply stated, the student would have validification and assvrance that

er sponsoxing

- Setting up this' Burvau
would be astronomical in terms of cost and time, but not imposeible,

: However as indicateq previously, it would have to be financed in-part by
- 'the Federal Government, manely HEW, and why not? Of course, a program of

‘this magnitude would require a great deal of effort and

cooperation on

the part of college administrators, deans, and departbment heads,

> .
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.+ It is recommended that the U.S..Associatiop of Evening Students

§USAES) contact such groups as the Association of University Evening Colleges
AUEC), and.the Adult Student Personnel Association (ASPA) the American
Association:ol CollegerRegistrars, as well as the Department of Health,
Education, and Welfare (HEY) in Washington to hold a conference on transfer
credits, These groups could pave the vay for such a program in vhich
the ultimate result would be a recognized Bureau or Agency to nmonitor and
‘control transfer credits, including credit by examination, as specified by
the Buréau. in cooperation with the sponsoriag colleges, - . :

It is recommended that - the USAES approach-the Federal or State
Government, - and /or private concerns for foundation grants to conduct a
. Teasibility study on the establishment of a central agency to regulate
transfer credits both Regionally as well as Nationally, "State governments
should undertake to provide part of their funds tovards establishing a
| eentralized agency for transfer credits, A A

Some-colleges are now movikng in the direction of relaxing barriers
to non-standard admissions and transfers, providing opportunities for
part-time students, and caring about individuals beyond "college age" *
vho are seelking higher education, but these are gradual and merginal reforms.
Lo onc policy or change, nor one instituion-reform will itself be sufficions-
to break the pattern, But a meher of things can be doné, each valuable
in itself, which together 1111 have a cumulative effect, Such changes :
may includes i ' -
1. Undérgraduate and gradvate admissions policies to favor students
who have had experiences outcide school; and to adwit students ithout
rejuiring that they forfeit their acceptonce unless they immediately
matriculale, . “

:2. Yays to give credit to students ho choose to engize in public

and social service projects before ox during the completion of their
formal education, - ,

»

If all &gree that & college edvestion is necessary, then course
subject matter should be taught to some degree basically the same,in 211
colleses,12 espeeiz’ly Humahity courses, College A-on the West Coast should
not AL fer substartially in teaching 2 course in U.S, History than College B
ton the East Coast, ‘

)

One limited approach would be to establish a'statewide,board
(central agency) for higher education and a separate board for euch

campus, with a carcful definition of the pouers to be exercised by

each, The State hoard might then be charged with the rasponsihility for
establishing goals angd standards, and, in turn, with cach canmus, coordi-
netion irithin the system. Tach campus ‘would also have its own board
responsible for goveruance of that campus and the roviey of programg within
the stateuide gwidelines, ete,

”
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Finally, as students become more mobile due t_cz) relocatism, marriage,
s new employment, health, etc., and as the various community colleges
- prepare students for four-year colleges, it is extremely important that
b these students be readily accepted in regards to transfer credits; whether
" credits are earned by exam, off-campus, corresponderice, or in the military.

‘NOTE: .

: - I wish to thank the Frank Newman Committee for their *Report on

Higher Education" in which factual data has been extracted and included in
| this sutdy, In essence, you might say I am passing the ball back to H.E.W
-for their' reaction, ' ’ ! -t

* o
-

Alex Meloni )
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-C.L,E.P, -ig based on the assumption that many Americans know more . than their
academic credentials would suggest. This. is because most people do not stop

" learning simply because they have stopped going to school. Many people are avid
readers; many receive training on the job; wany watch educational programs offered
by .their high schools, community  colleges, churches, ‘or clubs, 1In fact, wost
people learn on their own in more ways than can be counted, Yet until recently
these people have had no way of earning credit for their -achievement. !

1

.

The objective of C,L.E.P. is to help such people gain recognition for what
they know a3d .cen do, irrespective of how or.where they learned it, Through C,L.E.P,
hundreds of thousands of examinations have been given to men in the military service
who have not gone beyond high school. Thousands of these.men ecarned scores equal
‘to or higher than those earned by students who had completed two years of formal
- college study. Many civilians have also denonstrated college-level achicvement
without having attended college classes,

Examinations are made availhble through the program to anyone who wants to
take them, For example, if you are interested in going to college and want to get
credit for what yor have learned on your own in an academic field, you can tzke the .
College~Level Examination in that, field and have your score sent to any of the
colleges that recognize C.L.E.P., scores. If you meet the standards set by the college
in your particular subject field, you will be granted academic credit. :

4 . .

Many people in corporations and agencies have also been able to demonstrate
their competence and gain advancement on the basis of C.L.E.P, gcores. Others
have taken the tests simply to satisfy their curiosity about where they stand aca=-
demically compared with college students. Im all cases, your scores remain in
your control: They are reported to you and only to the person or institution
you: degignate, . '

*

Neither the College~level Examination Program nor the College Entrance Examination
Board, its sponsor, can award credi.t. This kind of recognition can be made only
by a college or university, So if you are interested: in taking the examinations
to earn credit at a college, you should visit the college.and find out which.of
the examinations you are required to take, how your scores will be used, and how
vwell you will have to do on the examinations to bte granted credit at that college.
You should also find out about any other requirements you will have .to meet to
qualify for admission. :

The colleges using C.L.E.P. scores as a basis for awarding credit are listed
in C.L.E,P, Bulletin. -

The College~level Examinations Program is offered by the College Entrance
Examination Board, a nonprofit membership organization that provides tests and
education services for schools and colleges, The membership is composed of collegus)
‘schools, school systems, and education associations, Representatives of the members
serve on committees that consider the Board's programs aud participate in the detey-
mination of its policles and activities.

A booklet is available which was rrepired oad prodused for the Collese Ealronce
Examination Board by Bduraiioral o Ming Carvien,  faferetion Law-be shivined by

contaeting: C,L.E,P,, Box ]821,.Princegen, 11.J3. 08540,
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Unﬁ-.ed Statea Association of Evening Students - -
: ' ' I Resolution on_Transfer Credits ;‘
e s
WEREAS todws' aociety and economic opportunities has become highly mobile,
the probebility of a student chenging colleges within his 4,5,8, or
. even 10 years of getting his degree is greater now than ever before, \
. and, .
wmms todays! needs and requirements for training and/or a college degroe

¥
!

?

is more demanding than ever before
MER.EFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the United Statcs Associatlon of Evening Students |
endorses the report of Transfer Credits and Off-Campus Learning;
EE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of ‘this report be sent to ali affiliated
' onganizations, and to Deans of all. Member Schools and éspeciaJJ_;,'
to the Department-of Health, Education, and Welfare in Washington, D.C.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the USAES President: personally contact the U.S.
Department of Health, Bducatlon and Welfare emphasizing the need for
resolving prob‘.".,cms a55001ated with tran ;fer credxtb.

-

f
Adurbed ob the Scnf.-Annual Conferente .
Aprddl &, 2977 , ;
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Buffalo, Hau York




